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What they say… 

Stanley Stewart, FT How to Spend It - March 2017: “Casa 
Galavanta is not a five-star architect-designed villa. Guests will 
need to make do without a sauna, an aromatherapy shower, a 
30m infinity pool! Luxury here is about location and privacy. 
On the front deck in the mornings, the only sounds are 
birdsong and the murmur of a stream in the forests below. 

But it is the situation that stuns. An eyrie high on the shoulders 
of the Sierra Nevada, Casa Galavanta enjoys views down to 
Santa Marta and the Caribbean far below. In the afternoon, 
clouds roll in until the house seems to be unconnected to the 
world, afloat in a misty heaven. By the evening the clouds 
have vanished again, and from the terrace the distant lights of 
Santa Marta twinkle like a fallen constellation.”



HIGHLIGHTS 
To name just a few…

A kaleidoscope of colour & senses, Colombia houses some 
of the worlds most vibrant street art scenes. Unlock these 
behind the scenes gems with a private guide including an 
exclusive visit to an art collector’s penthouse in Colombia 
Capital, Bogota, where he hosts one of Colombia’s largest 
and most impressive private art collections. 

And of course, Coffee! No trip to Colombia is complete 
without tasting their legendary coffee! Tour a local coffee 
hacienda and participate in the coffee harvesting process. 
The coffee fields of Colombia enjoyed on your doorstep from 
the insanely stunning Cloud Forest Lodge in Sierra Nevada. 
An utter escape and the ideal spot in with to switch off - 
quite literally with very little phone signal this is the place to 
seek your ‘Digital Detox’ for a few days. 

Exclusive invitation to a “clandestine dinner” with influential 
Colombians, to learn about life, food and culture in Bogota 
and Colombia. Live like the locals - an experience that will 
leave you in awe of this fascinating country. As well as 
experiencing the life of llaneros, Colombian cowboys, 
learning how to lasso, barefoot riding, corralling cattle & 
using melody to call and ease cattle 

Endless activities for everyone, all ages. From island hopping 
in the Rosario Islands archipelago aboard a speedboat or a 
yacht, Horseback riding safari throughout the extensive 
Orinoco savannah, Tasting session of local aged rums with 
one of the country’s top sommeliers, take salsa lessons with 
the pros, and live Cali’s salsa culture with locals &off-roading 
buggy expedition along the deserts near Villa de Leyva.



FOUR SEASON CASA MEDINA, Bogota - This 
landmark 1946 building, designed by Colombian 
artist-architect Santiago Medina Mejia, boasts some 
of the most quietly elegant rooms in the city – 
complete with beamed ceilings, hand-carved 
wooden furnishings and fireplaces to cosy up to, no 
two rooms are alike. Steps from the buzzing financial 
district and the gourmet paradise of the Zona G, 
Casa Medina is an urban retreat for travellers with 
taste. The perfect place from which to explore 
Bogota & beyond…Head outside the city to 
Zipaquirá, home to a wondrous cathedral built inside 
a salt mine – one of Colombia’s most compelling 
sights. 

HOTEL CASA SAN AGUSTIN, Cartegna - There’s a 
luxuriously chic and relaxed atmosphere at this 
authentic boutique hotel, which has held on to its 
colonial heritage within three beautiful white-
washing houses. It’s 20 guest rooms & 11 suites 
beautifully decorated preserve the authentic 
Colombian style, while seamlessly incorporates the 
modern services and amenities. From original 
frescoes at its Library to centuries-old wood-beamed 
ceilings in the guest rooms, Casa San Agustín’s 
architecture evoke the city’s rich history of the 17th 
century. In one of the houses is the rescued old 
aqueduct when Cartagena was only the walled city. 
Today is now the centrepiece of the Hotel Casa San 
Agustín, and it is where there splendid pool is 
located - one again, a true masterpiece of the 
ancient past of this fabulous city.

ACCOMMODATION 



PRIVATE TENTED CAMP, Los Llanos - This private 
tented camp is inspired on Tanzanian Safari tents, 
which can be located in remote locations, but with 
the ultimate in comfort and service of a hotel. Each 
tent is equipped with King Sized bed, indoor desk & 
chair, private terrace with dining tables & chairs, 
individual subdivisions for toilette and for shower 
(hot water available upon request), vanity table with 
hand wash basin, towels, and mirrors, Electric 
lanterns and battery packs to recharge cameras and 
electronics.  As well as Full-board service with all 
meals prepared by a local chef, English- speaking 
Host/guide, personal 4x4 chauffeured vehicle, and 
specialist guides for selected activities. Utter 
escapism in the ethereal surrounding.  

CASA GALAVANTA, Sierra Nevada - Perched 
spectacularly overlooking swathes of dense jungle, 
coffee fields and the distant Caribbean Sea, Casa 
Galavanta is a beautiful private lodge in the heart of 
Colombia's Sierra Nevada cloud forest which 
provides an exclusive and remote retreat. A beautiful 
private lodge with a personal chef, housekeeper and 
host to ensure everything is taken care of. Its 
elevated position allows spectacular views over the 
Sierra Nevada mountain range. Limited cellphone 
signal and internet access make it the perfect place 
to disconnect - an ideal oasis in which to totally 
switch off - ‘Digital Detox’!! Arrive in style by 
helicopter and soak in views of the famous 'Lost City' 
along the way!

ACCOMMODATION 





SUGGESTED ITINERARIES - ‘THE GOURMAND’ 

The Gourmand wants to discover Colombia’s diverse and exquisite cuisine, with insider 
access to South America’s new gastronomic destination. 

BOGOTA • 3 nights  
• Stay: Four Seasons Casa Medina 
• Visit the local market with a chef and go to his home for a private cooking  

session (Andean cuisine) 
• Restaurant hopping with a local foodie to discover the cities best kept secrets 
• Travel 1.5 hours to the hacienda that produces one of Colombia’s top 

coffees, and enjoy an in-depth coffee education and learning experience 
• Fruit tasting session with an expert in exotic fruits from the Amazon 
• Transfer: Morning direct flight to Cali (1 hour) 

CALI • 2 nights 
• Stay: Movich Casa del Alferez 
• Galavanting with a local to get a behind the scenes access to Cali’s top  

restaurants and taste the city’s unique dishes 
• Take salsa lessons with the pros, and live Cali’s salsa culture with locals 
• Visit the local market and take a cooking class for an immersion into the  

Pacific Coasts’ fascinating Afrocolombian cuisine and culture 
• Transfer: Morning direct flight to Cartagena (1.5 hours) 

CARTAGENA • 4 nights 
• Stay: Hotel Casa San Agustin 
• Visit the local Bazurto market, and enjoy a hands-on cooking class with one 

of Cartagena’s most renowned chefs (Caribbean cuisine 
• Tasting session of local aged rums with one of the country’s top sommeliers 

Discover the city’s fascinating history, culture and street food with a historian 
& self proclaimed gourmand 

• Galavanting with a local foodie to get a behind the scenes access to 
Cartagena’s top restaurants 

• Private day excursion to the Rosario Islands archipelago on a speed boat or 
yacht (bilingual host and snorkelling equipment included) 

Itineraries include top hotels, private vehicles, English/French-speaking experts and 
local hosts, private experiences, concierge services, and 24/7 logistics team and support 
line.  



SUGGESTED ITINERARIES - ‘THE MAESTRO’ 

The Maestro is an aficionado of art, culture and beautiful design, who seeks exclusive 
experiences, awe-inspiring places and fascinating people.  

BOGOTA • 4 nights  
• Stay: Four Seasons Casa Medina 
• Galavanting in Bogota with your Host, a local art expert, who will take you 

behind the scenes to art galleries and ateliers selected based on each guest’s 
art preferences and interests 

• Exclusive visit to an art collector’s penthouse, where he hosts one of 
Colombia’s largest and most impressive private art collections 

• Visit La Candelaria’s street art and graffiti murals with an expert who explains 
the stories, techniques, and relation with Colombia’s history, culture, and 
current socio-political reality 

• Get insider access to Bogota’s design scene visiting trendy boutiques, 
ateliers, restaurants and cafés with beautiful art and design 

• Transfer: Private ground transportation to Villa de Leyva (3 hours) 

VILLA DE LEYVA • 2 nights 
• Stay: Hotel Casa Terra 
• Explore the cobblestone streets of Villa de Leyva, a picturesque colonial town  

in the Andes mountain 
• Visit ateliers of local artisans who work with clay, leather and textiles 
• Transfer: Private ground transportation to Bogota Airport (3 hours) and take  

a flight to Cartagena (1 hour) 

CARTAGENA • 4 nights 
• Stay: Hotel Casa San Agustin 
• Alongside a local artist, visit a selection of galleries and ateliers hand-picked  

based on guests’ interests and preferences 
• Explore Cartagena with a history and architecture expert, who recounts the  

stories behind the colourful colonial houses and scenic streets of the Old City 
• Get exclusive access to visit private colonial mansions with exquisite interior  

design and works of art 
• Gastronomic experiences ranging from top chefs to local ceviche spots 

Itineraries include top hotels, private vehicles, English/French-speaking experts and 
local hosts, private experiences, concierge services, and 24/7 logistics team and support 
line.  



SUGGESTED ITINERARIES - ‘THE WILD ONE’ 

The Wild One aspires to discover Colombia’s abundant nature and fascinating culture in 
remote locations, through unforgettable adventures.  

BOGOTA • 1 night  
• Stay: Four Seasons Casa Medina 
• Transfer: Private turbo propeller flight to the hacienda’s landing strip (1 hour)  

LOS LLANOS • 2 nights 
• Stay: Private Tented Camp 
• Horseback riding safari throughout the extensive Orinoco savannah, to find  

capybaras, deer, tapirs, monkeys, alligators, over 400 bird species, and more 
• Depart on a tracking expedition to find leopards and anacondas 
• Experience the life of llaneros, Colombian cowboys, learning how to lasso,  

barefoot riding, corralling cattle, and using melody to call and ease cattle 
• Transfer: Private turbo propeller flight to Santa Marta Airport (1.5 hours) and  

drive to Sierra Nevada (1.5 hours) or helicopter transfer (15 minutes) 

SIERRA NEVADA • 3 nights 
• Stay: Casa Galavanta | Cloud Forest Lodge 
• Trekking expedition through the cloud forest to find secret waterfalls 
• Cultural exchange with a Kogui indigenous community  
• Tour a local coffee hacienda and participate in the coffee harvesting process 
• Extra: Birdwatching, yoga, canyoning, rappelling 
• Transfer: Drive to Cartagena (4.5 hours) or helicopter hovering on top of Lost  

City (80 minutes) 

CARTAGENA • 4 nights 
• Stay: Hotel Casa San Agustin 
• Private tour with a history expert throughout the colonial city and its  

fortifications to learn about the fascinating fortification and military strategy  
during the Spanish colonization 

• Scuba diving in nearby shipwrecks and coral reefs 
• Drum safari and dancing with locals at a salsa club 
• Deep-sea fishing aboard one of the Caribbean coast’s best equipped fishing  

boats, and a chef to prepare the catch of the day 

Itineraries include top hotels, private vehicles, English/French-speaking experts and 
local hosts, private experiences, concierge services, and 24/7 logistics team and support 
line.  



SUGGESTED ITINERARIES - ‘THE JET SETTER’ 

The Jet Setter seeks to travel with the utmost comfort and get exclusive insider access 
to the best of Colombia.  

BOGOTA • 2 nights  
• Stay: Four Seasons Casa Medina 
• Closed-door visit of the Gold Museum with the one of the museum’s curators 
• Private visit to an art collector’s penthouse, where he hosts one of Colombia’s  

largest and most impressive private art collections 
• Exclusive invitation to a “clandestine dinner” with influential Colombians, to  

learn about life, food and culture in Bogota and Colombia 
• Transfer: Morning direct flight to Cartagena (1 hour) and private ground  

transfer to yacht club. Possibility of upgrading to a private jet 

ROSARIO & SAN BERNARDO ISLANDS • 2 nights 
• Stay: 90-foot Pershing with private chef and English-speaking staff 
• Cruise through two archipelagos of 40 islands with pristine beaches,  

crystalline waters and miles of coral reefs 
• Snorkel, scuba dive, kayak, paddle board or jet ski through the archipelago  

(the yacht will be equipped based on the client’s preferences) 
• Relax and indulge with the chef’s fresh seafood specialties 
• Transfer: Private ground transfer from yacht club to colonial villa (10 minutes) 

CARTAGENA • 4 nights 
• Stay: Private colonial villa 
• Private tour of Cartagena with one of the city’s most renowned architects and  

history specialists 
• Helicopter tour of the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, with stunning views of  

its 5,780m high glaciers and Ciudad Perdida’s ancient ruin 
• Private dinner hosted by one of Colombia’s most renowned chefs 
• Rum tasting with an award-winning sommelier 
• Golfing at Karibana’s beachside course designed by Jack Nicklaus 
• Closed-door shopping with a stylist at some of Cartagena’s top boutiques 

Itineraries include top hotels, private vehicles, English/French-speaking experts and 
local hosts, private experiences, concierge services, and 24/7 logistics team and support 
line.  



SUGGESTED ITINERARIES - ‘THE EXPLORER’ 

The Explorer is an experienced traveler, who will go above and beyond to discover 
Colombia’s diverse landscapes and cultures. 

BOGOTA • 2 nights  
• Stay: Four Seasons Casa Medina 
• Explore Paloquemao market, La Candelaria historic district, and the Gold  

Museum with a historian 
• Galavanting with a local Host to discover Bogota’s best-kept secrets 
• Transfer: Morning private ground transfer (3 hours)a  

VILLA DE LEYVA • 2 nights 
• Stay: Hotel Casa Terra 
• Galavanting in Villa de Leyva with a local Host, to discover the artisan  

workshops, cafes and markets of the area 
• Go on an off-roading buggy expedition along the deserts near Villa de Leyva 
• Visit an archaeological site and go star gazing with an astronomer, to learn  

about the connections between the cosmos and ancient local tribe 
• Transfer: Morning private ground transfer (4.5 hours) 

BARICHARA • 3 nights  

• Stay: Private Villa or Alto del Viento  
• Go Galavanting in Barichara with local Host, to discover the local culture,  

history, food and maybe even peak into some of the town’s stunning villas 
• Go Pueblo Hopping and visit some of the charming and undiscovered towns 
• Drive along Canyon del Chicamocha, a 2,000-meter deep canyon, and visit a  

coffee hacienda where the 2nd most expensive coffee in the world is  
harvested 

• Extra: Paragliding, white-water rafting, rappelling, mountain biking 
• Transfer: Flight from Bucaramanga to Cartagena (1 hour) 

CARTAGENA • 4 nights 
• Stay: Hotel Casa San Agustin 
• Private tour of the colonial city and its fortifications with a historian 
• Visit the African town of Palenque, founded by escaped slaves in the 1,603 
• Go island hopping in the Rosario Islands archipelago aboard a speedboat or 

a yacht, and enjoy snorkelling and swimming in the sun 

Itineraries include top hotels, private vehicles, English/French-speaking experts and 
local hosts, private experiences, concierge services, and 24/7 logistics team and support 
line.  



SUGGESTED ITINERARIES - ‘THE FAMILIA’ 

The familia of parents and children seeking an unforgettable journey complete with 
learning, discovery, and some adventure.  

  

MEDELLIN • 3 nights  
• Stay: Hotel Intercontinental Medellin  
• Discover the city’s traditional neighbourhoods, including the once dangerous  

Comuna 13, and learn about the captivating social innovation that has turned  
Medellin into one of the most innovative and safe cities in the world 

• Take a breathtaking 30-minute helicopter flight to Guatape, a lake dotted 
with dozens of islets, where the family can go kayaking, play in a giant  
inflatable waterpark, or explore the colourful colonial town aboard a tuk tuk 

• Spend the day at Medellin’s Arvi Park, biking, trekking and zip lining 
• Transfer: Morning direct flight to Santa Marta Airport (1 hour), and drive  

Palomino (1.5 hours) or helicopter transfer (30 minutes)  

PALOMINO • 3 nights 
• Stay: Riverside Bungalows (Private Jacuzzi and Air Conditioning)  
• River safari tubing down Palomino river, surrounded by toucans, howler  

monkeys and lush jungles 
• Cultural exchange with a Kogui indigenous family to learn about the  

importance of nature and interaction with other cultures 
• Surfing classes on Palomino beach 
• Trekking through the rainforest, learning survival skills with the local guide 
• Bonfire storytelling, board games and movie nights at the main lodge 
• Transfer: Drive to Cartagena (4.5 hours) or helicopter transfer (1.5 hours)  

CARTAGENA • 3 nights 
• Stay: Hotel Casa San Agustin 
• Dress up in pirate gear and go on a pirate tour in San Felipe fort, continued  

by a treasure hunt in the Old City (Segway graffiti tour for the older ones) 
• Go island hopping in the Rosario Islands archipelago aboard a speedboat or 

a yacht, and enjoy snorkelling, paddle boarding and swimming in the sun  
• Visit the largest aviary in South America to experience the immense diversity  

of beautiful and exotic birds of Colombia 
• Visit a chocolate boutique to learn how to make gourmet chocolate treats 
• Extra: Surfing, scuba diving, fly board, kite surfing, music classes 

Itineraries include top hotels, private vehicles, English/French-speaking experts and 
local hosts, private experiences, concierge services, and 24/7 logistics team and support 
line.  













BEST TIME TO VISIT 

• Colombia is a year round destination but the best 
time to travel is from December to March. As it is a 
tropical country you can get rain at any time 
however there tends to be two rainier seasons: from 
April to June and from September to October..  

• The Sierra Nevada can be visited year-round but the 
cloud forest has two rainy seasons which generally 
run from May to June and from September to 
November. The best time to visit is between 
December and March which coincides with most 
other destinations within Colombia as best time to 
visit. It is worth noting that it can rain at any time of 
year due to the tropical climate! 

• December to January is also the best season for 
those in search of optimum birdwatching as many 
migratory species return to the forest.  

• When you think about carnivals in Latin America the 
first one that probably comes to your mind is Rio de 
Janeiro. However, it is not the only one! Thanks to 
the wide diversity of traditions in Colombia, there 
are plenty of festivals and carnivals every month of 
the year. To name 2 firm favs: At the beginning of 
February, Bogota hosts the Carnival of Barranquila. 
In August, Medellin there’s the wonderful Festival de 
Flores (Flower Festival) 



GOOD TO KNOW… 

ESSENTIAL COUNTRY INFORMATION 

Colombia Dialling Code: +57 

Currency: Colombia: Pesa. 

Time Difference: GMT - 6 

Languages spoken: Spanish 

Electricity: Electric outlets accept U.S.-type plugs. 
Electricity in Colombia runs at 110 volts, so 

transformers are not necessary for tourists from the 
U.S. If you are planning to use anything with a three-

prong plug, bring an adapter, as some establishments 
only have two-prong outlets.  

.Flight Durations (From London, UK) 

London Heathrow to Bogota: 11 hours (direct flight) 

Essential Reading: “100 years of Solitude” (fictional. 
By Gabriel García Márquez), “Delirium” (fictional. By 

Laura Restrepo), “Colombia a Comedy of 
Errors” (fictional. By Victoria Kellaway and Sergio J 

Lievano), “Misspelled Paradise: A Year in a Reinvented 
Colombia” (fictional. By Bryanna Plog) 

Recommended Vaccinations: Colombia: typhoid, 
hepatitis A, hepatitis B, yellow fever, rabies, and 

influenza. 



hello@aliciantravel.com 
For full details or for just a general chit chat about all 

things travel, please do get in touch. I am poised, 
ready & will be delighted to talk! 

Lets’ get this journey started… 


